
l YNN WOOLSEY
6TH 0IsTIucT. CAuFoIU'4IA

SUec:cMMlTleE ON ENERGY

(!Congrtssof tbt Wntttb$tatts
~oU5e of l\epresentatibes

DaSbington.1Dc.t 20515-0506

January 30,2006

WASHINGTON OFfICe:

2263 RAYBURN BUIlDING
WASHINGTON. DC 20515-0506

TELEPHONE: 1202) 225-5161

DISTRICTOFFICES:
1101 COLI.EGEAVENtJE. SUITE 200

SANTA ROSA. CA 95404

TEI.EPHONE: (707) 542-7182

NOfI11iGATE BUILDING

1050 NOfI11iGATE DRIVE, SUITE 3S4
SAN RAFAEL. CA 94903

TELEPHONE: (415) S07-95S4

COMMItTEES:

EDUCATION AND THE WORKFORCE

RANKING MEMBER. S\J8COMMITTEE ON
EiJUCATIOH REFORM

SUI!COW8TTEE ON WORKFORCE PROTEcr1ONS

SCIENCE

WEBPAGE~ E-MAIl:

hllp:/Jwww.wocIsey.house.goY

Salmon Creek School
Harmony School
1935 Bohemian Highway
Occidental, CA 95465

To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing in support of an exciting project at Harmony School in Occidental, California, the
development of the Salmon Creek Bco-Resource Center. Harmony School is already a leader in
environmental education with Salmon Creek restoration activities integrated into the curriculum;
the next phase is construction of a green building that will function as a demonstration site for
students and the general public.

The school has already raised substantial funds toward this goal. When completed, it will offer a
model of environmental stewardship for the community as well as inspiring our children to take
responsibility for the health of our fragile planet.

I urge you to consider supporting the Eco-Resource Center. It is in an investment in all of our
futures.

Sincerely,

O<~uJ~
Lynn Woolsey
Member of Congress
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STATE CAPITOL

SACRAMENTO,CA 95814
(916) 651-4002

OIalifnruia ~tat£ ~£uat£
SENATOR

PATRICIA WIGGINS
SECOND SENATE DISTRICT

w
December 15, 2006

Mr. Sam Schuchat, Executive Director
California Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, Suite 1300
Oakland, CA 94612

Dear Mr. Schuchat:

I wTitein support of the Harmony Union School District's grant request to build the
Salmon Creek Falls Environmental Center. The entire site is dedicated to the preservation
and study of the watershed. This new environmental center will serve and benefit the K-8
population of the district, as well as the greater community.

The Harmony 'School District ,haspursued a,vision that will benefit this entire coastal
region. When c'ompleted;it will offer a positive model of environmental stewardship for
the community, while educating our children to the need for personal responsibility in
safeguarding the future of an increasingly fragile world. .

The Salmon Creek Watershed Group, Center for Eco-Literacy, Sonoma County Water
Agency, and United States Fish and Game are just a partial listing of the many
organizations that have partnered with the Harmony School District in efforts to make a
shared vision, a shared reality.

I urge you to fully support the Salmon Creek Falls Environrncntal Center as a wise
investment in all of our futures.

sin7~.
PATRICIA WIG~
State Senator, 2ndDistrict

,
'. ',,',~.. J'

CC:-Mike Panas Harmony ,School District' ,
Victoria' Johnston:SCFEC Project Facilitator

, ,
'; ,/",,'

. aecen,,=O
DEC1 8 2006

COASTALCONSERVANCY
OAKLAND,CALIF.

if.'
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January 24, 2006
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TEL '916.651-4002
FAX .916. 323-6958

Chairman Douglas Bosco
California Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, Suite 1100
Oakland, CA 94612

Dear Chainnan Bosco:

I am writing in support of Harmony Union School District's grant request to build an Eco
Resource Center. The Center will provide the school district with a green building that will
house a cafeteria, office space, a foyer, and an outdoor learning area.

This funding would allow the Coastal Conservancy to establish an environmental learning center
in Western Sonoma County and will provide Sonoma County with an interesting demonstration
building of sustainable building practices in a school environment.

In preparation for this project, Harmony Union School District is in the process of becoming the
first K-8 school in California to complete the Leaders in Energy and Environmental Design Gold
certification. Additionally, Harmony Union School District has built strong partnerships with
many local environmental agencies such as the Occidental Arts and Ecology Center, the Salmon
Creek Watershed Group, the Center for Ecoliteracy, and the State Department of Environmental
Education, Fish and Game, Sonoma State University, Sonoma County Jail Industries, and
Sonoma County Water Agency.

The project will benefit the community as well as the students while preserving, protecting, and
restoring the resources of the coastal region. I urge the Coastal Conservancy to authorize
funding for this project.

Sincerely,

~t
HESBRO
r, Second District

WC:sf

444 GEORGIA STREET
VALI..E.IO. CA 94590
TEl. '707. 648-5312
FAX17071 648-5383

50 0 STREET. SUITE 120A
$ANT A ROSA. CA 95404

TEl. '7071 576.2771
"AX 1707' 576-2773

710 E STREET. SUITE ISO
EUREKA. CA 95501
TEL ,7071445-6508
"AX(707) 445-651 I

1040 MAIN STREET. SUITE 205
NAPA. CA 94559

TEl. (707, 224. 1990
FAX (707) 224.1992

P.O. sox 785
UKIAH. CA.95482

TEL .707) 468-8914
FAX1707, 468-8931
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~~ SonomaCounlY
~~ Officeof Education

5340 Skylane Boulevard
Santa Rosa, CA 95403-8246

(707) 524-2600 . www.scoe.org

December 13, 2006

Sam Schuchat, Executive Director
State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, Suite 1300
Oakland, CA 94612

Dear Mr. Schuchat:

As the Sonoma County Superintendent of Schools, it is my pleasure to submit this letter of
support for the Salmon Creek Falls Environmental Center located in the Harmony Union School
District. In Sonoma County, there are 90 individual elementary schools sites serving the local
neighborhood students, each with its own distinctive character. The Salmon Creek Falls
Environmental Center has the distinction of geography and terrain uniquely suited to promote
environmental education. The investment by the State Coastal Conservancy at this school
campus will be an invaluable asset for other school districts within Sonoma County to jointly
take advantage of this wonderful resource.

During my past four years as County Superintendent, I have been most impressed by the
professional commitment, community enthusiasm and passionate support for the development of
a landmark environmental center at the Salmon Creek Elementary School site. This project has
not only the broad support of educators in Sonoma County but of other elected officials, the
Sonoma County Board of Supervisors and our Congressional representative. The mission and
core value of the Coastal Conservancy are aligned with the vision captured by the Salmon Creek
Falls Environmental Center and I commend this project for your positive consideration.

Respectfully submitted,

/~o~~
c: Mike Panas, Interim Superintendent, Harmony Union

Victoria Johnston, Project Facilitator, Salmon Creek Environmental Center

RECEIVED

DEC1 4 2006

COASTALCONSERVANCY
OAKLAND,CALIF.

Carl Wong, Ed.D. . Superintendent of Schools
Board of Education. Karen Bosworth, Pat Hummel, Jill Kaufman, John Musilli, Ray Peterson, Kathleen Willbanks, David B. Wolf, Ph.D.

Exhibit 4:  Letters of Support



COUNTY OF SONOMA

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

EEVE T. LEWIS
COUNTY CLERK

MIKE REILLY
SUPERVISOR FIFTH DISTRICT

575 ADMINISTRA110N ORNE. RM. 100A
SANTA Ros.o.. CAliFORNIA 95403

(707) 565-2241
FAX (707) 565-3778

mreilly@sonoma-county.org
FAX: (707) 565-3392

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANTS
CAROl MILLS

DARCY MAJOR

January 31,2006

Mr. Sam Schucat
1330 Broadway,Suite 1100
Coastal Conservancy
Oakland, CA 94612

Dear Sam:

I am writing in support of the Harmony Union School District's grant request to build an Eco-
Resource Center. The new state-of-the-art"Green" designedbuilding will act as a demonstration
building on "how to lighten our footprint on the earth." This will help to complete the
Environmental Educational Center on the SalmonCreek campus in Occidental. The entire site is
dedicated to the preservation and study ofthe watershed,habitat and all interrelated environmental
studies to serve the K-8 population of the districtand the greater community.

The funding grant from the California CoastalConservancywould be Phase 2 and would allowthe
Harmony Union School District to complete the CommunityResource Center using the California
High PerformanceSchool Standards and LEED criteria. The center will include a cafeteria,
kitchen, environmentaleducation office to support communityuse, and an assembly space. The
school district has already received a matchinggrant for this project from the Office of Public
School joint-use money, district funding and generous community support. This ecologically
designed buildingwould serve as a place for school groups, the community and visitors to conduct
environmentally-orientedteacher trainings, study sessions and workshops.

The school district has a track record of partnering with local agencies including the Occidental
Arts and Ecology Center, Bodega Land Trust, the Salmon Creek Watershed Group, The Center for
Ecoliteracy, Fish and Game, Sonoma State University, U.S. Fish and Wildlife, Office of Public
School Construction and Sonoma County Water Agency.

This project will benefit the greater communityas well as the students while preserving, protecting
and restoring the resources of this part of the coastal region. I urge the Coastal Conservancyto
authorize the necessary funding for this excitingproject.

Mike Reilly
Fifth District Supervisor

MR:ps; 18042
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~
Gold Ridge Resource Conservation District

4800 Bohemian Highway, Suite 3 - P.O. Box 1064 - Occidental, CA 95465-1064 - Phone (707) 874-2907 - Fax (707) 874-9607

December 13,2006

Sam Schuchat, Executive Director
State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, Suite 1300
Oakland, CA 94612

Dear Mr. Schuchat:

I am writing in support of Harmony Union School District's grant request to build the
Salmon Creek Falls Environmental Center. The Center will provide the school district
with a green building that will house a cafeteria, office space, a foyer and an outdoor
learning area.

This fimding would allow the Coastal Conservancy to establish an environmental
learning center in Western Sonoma County and will provide Sonoma County with an
interesting demonstration building of sustainable building practices in a school setting.

In preparation for this project, Harmony Union School District is in the process of
becoming the first K-8 school in California to complete the Leaders in Energy and
Environment Design Gold certification. Additionally, Harmony Union School District
has built strong partnerships with many local environmental agencies such as the
Occidental Arts and Ecology Center, the Salmon Creek Watershed Group, the Center for
Ecoliteracy, and the State Department of Environmental Education, Fish and Game,
Sonoma State University, Sonoma County Jail Industries, and Sonoma County Water
Agency.

The project will benefit the community as well as the students, therefore we urge the
Coastal Conservancy to authorize funding for this project.

Sincerely,

Ji~n Po ~

~ZZI ~
District Manager, Gold Ridge Resource Conservation District

REceIVED
DEC1 8 2006

COASTALCONSERVANCY
OAKLAND,CALIF.

",,~

CONSERVATION - DEVELOPMENT - SELF-GOVERNMENT
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The Bay Institute
Protecting and Restoring San Francisco Bay from the Sierra to the Sea

500PalmDrive,Suile200. Nova/o,CA94949

415.506.0150'jax415.506-0155. www.bay.org.bayinfo@bay.org

BOARDOFDlREaORS

Rober//. Erickson,CIwir

Bma Bochte

Ar/hur Bmnwa5sIT

Nancy Carlson

HarrisonC.('Hap')Dunning

Carol K. Lind

KamlB.Losee

SlevenN. Mac/llinger

101mC.Racanelli

lane Rogers

Anthony Sandberg

Nick Wilcox

EXECUTIVEDlREaOR

Grant Davis

FOUNDER

Bill Davoren

February 20, 2006

Sam Schuchat, Executive Officer
Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, Suite 1100
Oakland, CA 94612

Dear~~a"
On behalf of the Board and staff of The Bay Institute (TBI), I am writing to express
our support of The Harmony Union School District's proposal to build the Salmon
Creek Falls Environmental Center on the Salmon Creek Campus. Over the past
five years, The Bay Institute, through its STRAW Project (Students and Teachers
Restoring A Watershed), has worked with teachers and students in the Harmony
School District on riparian restoration projects and other watershed studies. The
STRAW Project coordinates and sustains a network of teachers, students,
community members and restoration specialists as they plan and implement
riparian studies and restoration projects in Marin and Sonoma counties.

Harmony Union School District has a long history of providing a rich
environmental education program to its students, using its extraordinary site as a
focus for environmental science and restoration. This proposal deserves support
from The Conservancy, as it will provide important resources that will greatly
extend what is possible on campus. The structure will provide countless learning
opportunities, both in its actual design and as a resource to facilitate learning for
students on campus as well as the community at large.

recommend the Salmon Creek proposal, and are poised to support the
.ctas it expands its successful environmental education program, not
pus, but to the greater North Coast community. Thank you for your

on.

FredAdams, Superintendent
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February 22, 2006

Sam Schuchat

1330 Broadway, Suite 1100
Coastal Conservancy
Oakland, CA 94612

---------.- -. - .- --. ------

Dear Mr. Schuchat,

I am writing in support of tile Harmony Union School District's grant request to build the Salmon
Creek Falls Environmental Center. The new state-of-the-art "Green" designed building will act
as a demonstration building on "how to lighten our footprint on the earth". This will help to
complete the environmental educational center on the Salmon Creek campus in Occidental. The
entire site is dedicated to the preservation and study of the watershed, habitat and all inter-related
e~vironmental studies to serve the K-8 population ofthe district and the greater community.

The funding grant from the California Coastal Conservancy would be Phase 2 and would allow
the Harmony Union School District to complete the Salmon Creek Fans Environmental Center
using the California High Performance School Standards and LEEDTMcritera. The center will
include a cafeteria, kitchen, environmental education offices to support community use, and an
assembly space. The school district has already received a matching grant for this project from
the Office of Public School Joint-use money, district funding and generous community support.
This ecologically designed building would serve as a place for school groups, the community and
visitors to conduct teacher trainings, study sessions, workshops, and evening English classes for
the Latino Community.

The school district has a track record of partnering with local agencies including the Occidental
Arts and Ecology Center, Bodega Land Trust, the Salmon Creek Watershed group, The Center
for Ecoliteracy, Fish and Game, Sonoma State University, U.S. Fish and Wild Life, Office of
Public School Construction and Sonoma County Water AgeI1cy.

The Salmon Creek Watershed Council has been working with the School since the inception of
this pr~ject. We are very enthusiastic about having such an appropriate central meeting place
where we can also keep educational materials and literature. This project will benefit the greater
community, as well as the students, by providing both the inspiration and resources to educate the
local citizens and enable them to preserve, protect and restore the environment in this part of the
coastal region. I urge the Coastal Conservancy to authorize the necessary funding for this
exciting project.

Sincerely,

ON BEHALF OF ThE- SFlLmoN CREEK Wf7/E"RSHED (JOUNCiL~ ,,-7-'
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BODEGA LAND TRUST
dedicated to the conservation and stewardship ofland and community

December 11,2006

Mr. Sam Schuchat
1330 Broadway, Suite 1300
Coastal Conservancy
Oakland, CA 94612

Dear Mr. Schuchat,

The Bodega Land Trust is fully supportive of the Hannony Union School District's grant request to build
the Salmon Creek Falls Environmental Center. As a Joint Partner in the Center, Bodega Land Trust looks
forward to utilizing the Center for educational, outreach and administrative purposes. The new state-of-the-
art "Green" designed building will be a wonderful demonstration building that can help us to encourage our
neighbors to lighten our footprint on the earth, a goal the Bodega Land Trust embraces whole-heartedly.
The Center's stated objective as a site dedicated to the preservation and study of the watershed, habitat and
all inter-related environmental studies serving the K-8 population of the district and the greater community
will undoubtedly enhance the overall environmental awareness of our community.

The funding grant from the California Coastal Conservancy will allow the Hannony Union School District
to complete the Salmon Creek Falls Environmental Center using the California High Perfonnance School
Standards and LEEDTMcritera. The center's planned cafeteria, kitchen, environmental education offices
and assembly space will support community environmental efforts such as ours. Currently, our public
meeting and storage areas are limited. This ecologically designed building will serve as a unique and
needed place for our educational programs including workshops, lectures and conferences, public meetings
and board meetings and community gatherings. We are also looking forward to utilizing the building as a
space for resources including maps, watershed studies and records.

The school district has already received a matching grant for this project from the Office of Public School
Joint-Use, district funding and generous community support. In addition to the school's collaboration with
the Bodega Land Trust, the school district has a good track record of partnering with other local agencies
including the Occidental Arts and Ecology Center, the Salmon Creek Watershed group, The Center for
Ecoliteracy, Fish and Game, Sonoma State University, U.S. Fish and Wild Life, Office of Public School
Construction and Sonoma County Water Agency.

This project will be a wonderful resource for our community as well as for the students, and will help to
preserve, protect and restore part of our cherished Salmon Creek Watershed as well. On behalf of the
Bodega Land Trust, I urge the Coastal Conservancy to authorize the necessary funding for this exciting
project.

.. RECEIVED
Slllcerely,

~ DEC1 8 2006
.esident, ga Land Trust~ COASTAL CONSERVANCY

Cc: Mike Panas, Super Intendant of Hannony Union Schools, 1935 Bohemian ~~l}l:1lfntal, CA

A California non-profit 501(c)3 corporation
P.O. Box 254, Bodega, CA 94922; (707) 876-3093

www.bodeganet.com/landtrust/; email: landtrust@bodeganet.com
Board of Directors: Mary Biggs, Alistair Bleifuss, Rob Cary, John Everett, Sharon Welling Harston, Nonna Jellison
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